Introduction
The genus Meharia Chrétien, 1915 constitutes a monotypic subfamily, the Mehariinae, which is highly distinctive within the Cossidae (Yakovlev 2011) . It was established for Meharia incurvariella Chrétien, 1915 . Despite the descriptions of several additional species in the 20 th Century, morphological features of the genus were described in details only recently (Komarov & Zolotuhin 2005; Saldaitis & Ivinskis 2010; Borth et al. 2011; Yakovlev 2011) . Currently, twelve species and one subspecies are included in the genus. Half of them were described very recently (Saldaitis & Ivinskis 2010; Borth et al. 2011; Ivinskis et al. 2011; Yakovlev 2011; . They occur from the southern Volga River area through the Near East and the Sahara, south to Kenya and Malawi (Figs 1−13). Everywhere representatives of Meharia inhabit extremely arid biotopes (Yakovlev & Dubatolov 2013) . During a survey of the Lepidoptera of Abu Dhabi, UAE, by Roland Breithaupt, a new species of Meharia was discovered, and its description is given below. Meharia semilactea (Warren et Rothschild, 1905) (Rungs 1979; Wiltshire 1982 Wiltshire , 1990 Legrain & Wiltshire 1998; Hacker 1999; Hacker et al. 1999 Hacker et al. , 2001 Yakovlev & Saldaitis 2008; Yakovlev & Breithaupt 2013) .
Meharia tancredii Sutton, 1963 (Figs 11, 38) Meharia tancredii Sutton, 1963: 365 
